Related literature
For literature related to the synthesis of the title compound, see: Branco et al. (1992) ; Aurich (1968) ; Guimanini et al. (1999) ; Szantay et al. (1965) ; Southan et al. (1998) ; Warshaw et al. (1989) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . et al. 2003 , Freisleben et al. 2002 , Saito et al. 2001 , Gravestock et al. 2000 , Torssell 1988 , Floyd 2006 . However, only several examples of nitrones bearing a vicinal NH group have been reported so far (Janzen et al. 1997 , Clement et al. 1987 , Baranowska et al. 1977 , Aurich et al. 1976 , Rosenberg et al. 1972 . As reported, the compounds could be derived from nitriles (Branco et al. 1992) , imidoformic acid esters or α-chloroimines (Aurich 1968), hydroxylamines and methylene amines (Aurich 1968 , Guimanini et al. 1999 , secondary amines (Szantay et al. 1965) , and nitroso compounds, from hydroxyguanidines (Southan et al. 1998) or from other nitrones (Warshaw et al.1989) . We have succeeded in developing a straightforward way of obtaining nitrones with a vicinal NH group in excellent yields, starting from easily available pyridilides of 3-oxobutanoic acid and nitrosobenzene. The crystal structure analysis of (2Z)-2-anilino-2- Table 2 ). The two N atoms (N7 and N11) in each molecule of the title compound are involved in the hydrogen bonds as donors forming two intra-and one intermolecular hydrogen bonds ( Table 2 ). The intermolecular N11-H11···N1 interactions are relatively weak, with donor-acceptor distances of 3.095 (3) Å and 3.056 (3) Å due to simultaneous donor participation in intramolecular N11-H11···O13 interactions.
Experimental
Slow recrystallization from methanol at room temperature afforded crystals suitable for X-ray measurements. The ratio The contents of methanol in the asymmetric unit was determined by the refinement of structural parametres assuming its site occupancy factor in the range 1.000 -0.500. The best solution (using wR2 as criterion) was found for 0.850 methanol molecule per two nitrone molecules. All H atom positions were observed in difference Fourier map. Nevertheless, in the refinement procedure the hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic CH, N-H = 0.86 Å. In methanol molecule CH 3 group with assumed tetrahedral angles was refined including free rotation about the C-O bond, C-H = 0.96 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å. U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl groups in methanol and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . An ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) view of the nitrone molecules with the crystallographic numbering scheme of atoms: the conformation of A molecule in projecton on C8AN11AN12A plane. Displacement ellipsoids of non-H atoms are drawn at 30% probability level. 117.9 N7B-C8B-C10B 113.8 (2) C5A-C6A-H6A 117.9 N12B-C10B-N11B 118.2 (2) C8A-N7A-C2A 126.9 (2) N12B-C10B-C8B 118.7 (2) C8A-N7A-H7A
116.6 N11B-C10B-C8B 123.0 (2) C2A-N7A-H7A 116.6 C10B-N11B-C20B 127.1 (2) O9A-C8A-N7A 126.0 (2) C10B-N11B-H11B 116.4 O9A-C8A-C10A 119.7 (2) C20B-N11B-H11B 116.4 N7A-C8A-C10A 114.3 (2) C10B-N12B-O13B 119.2 (2) N12A-C10A-N11A 117.8 (2) C10B-N12B-C14B 124.5 (2) N12A-C10A-C8A 119.6 (2) O13B-N12B-C14B 116.1 (2) N11A-C10A-C8A 122.5 (2) C19B-C14B-C15B 121.4 (3) C10A-N11A-C20A 127.8 (2) C19B-C14B-N12B 120.4 (2) C10A-N11A-H11A
116.1 C15B-C14B-N12B 118.2 (2) C20A-N11A-H11A
116.1 C16B-C15B-C14B 119.0 (3) C10A-N12A-O13A 119.5 (2) C16B-C15B-H15B 120.5 C10A-N12A-C14A 123.9 (2) C14B-C15B-H15B 120.5 O13A-N12A-C14A
116.11 (19) C17B-C16B-C15B 120.7 (3) C19A-C14A-C15A 121.0 (3) C17B-C16B-H16B 119.7 C19A-C14A-N12A 120.8 (2) C15B-C16B-H16B 119.7 C15A-C14A-N12A 118.1 (2) C18B-C17B-C16B 119.8 (3) C14A-C15A-C16A 119.1 (3) C18B-C17B-H17B 120.1 C14A-C15A-H15A 120.5 C16B-C17B-H17B 120.1 C16A-C15A-H15A 120.5 C17B-C18B-C19B 120.6 (3) 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)

